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Listen to Music from the

1897 Tennessee Centennial Exposition

Also available on YouTube.

https://youtu.be/fa5nA-dMk5g
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Looking Back

125 Years After the Tennessee Centennial Exposition

Digital Resources

Browse books, sheet music, and archival images 

from the 1897 Tennessee Centennial Exposition.

nashvilleparthenon.com/lookingback

https://www.nashvilleparthenon.com/lookingback


Virtual Symposium

Monuments and Men: How Black Tennesseans 

Leveraged The Tennessee Centennial Exposition to 

Organize The Negro Department, Raise the Negro 

Building, and Demonstrate their Enterprising Acumen

by Dr. Crystal A. DeGregory

Watch on YouTube

About the Symposium:
Nestled in Centennial Park on the eastern bank of Lake Watauga, the Tennessee 

Centennial Exposition's Negro Building once stood as a mark of Black achievement 

and as a weapon of white New South propaganda. In her talk, Dr. deGregory will 

chronicle the raising of the picturesque building—and the organization of The Negro 

Department that powered it. She contends that the event's white planners hoped to 

leverage the exposition to reassert white southern sovereignty over the region's race 

matters. But Black Nashvillians had different ideas. They were determined, despite 

white opposition, to display their enterprising acumen. This talk is the story of the 

Black men and women behind the Negro Building as a monumental achievement.

Symposium Sponsors:
Centennial Park Conservancy & Metro Nashville Parks and Recreation

https://youtu.be/gM2U482pn1o


Centennial Park History Tour: 1897 Exposition

See Centennial Park as you 

never have before!

The Centennial Park History 

Tour: 1897 Exposition 

features stories of the 

Tennessee Centennial 

Exposition shared at specific 

locations in the park to help 

you picture the past.

This tour features archival 

photographs and images of 

artifacts.

Check the Calendar for tour 

dates and Programs for more 

information.

https://www.nashvilleparthenon.com/events
https://www.nashvilleparthenon.com/programs#parktour

